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Crows are probably the most frequently met and easily identifiable members of the native fauna of the
United States. The great number of tales, legends and myths about these birds indicates that people
have been exceptionally interested in them for a long time. On the other hand, when it comes to
substantive—particularly behavioral—information, crows are less well known than many comparably
common species and, for that matter, not a few quite uncommon ones: the endangered California condor,
to cite one obvious example. There are practical reasons for this.

Crows are notoriously poor and aggravating subjects for field research. Keen observers and quick
learners, they are astute about the intentions of other creatures, including researchers, and adept at
avoiding them. Because they are so numerous, active, and monochromatic, it is difficult to distinguish
one crow from another. Bands, radio transmitters, or other identifying devices can be attached to them,
but this of course requires catching live crows, who are among the wariest and most untrappable of
birds.

Technical difficulties aside, crow research is daunting because the ways of these birds are so complex
and various. As preeminent generalists, members of this species ingeniously exploit a great range of
habitats and resources, and they can quickly adjust to changes in their circumstances. Being so educable,
individual birds have markedly different interests and inclinations, strategies and scams. For example,
one pet crow leaned how to let a dog out of its kennel by pulling the pin on the door. When the dog

escaped, the bird went into the kennel and ate its food.

The ways in which crows differ from other common birds
The myths and legends about crows
The characteristics that make crows difficult to study

The existing methods for investigating crow behavior
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The country where the crows are most violent
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People are often surprised to learn just how long some varieties of trees can live. If asked to estimate
the age of the oldest living trees on Earth, they often come up with guesses in the neighborhood of two or
perhaps three hundred years. The real answer is considerably larger than that, more than five thousand
years.

The tree that wins the prize for its considerable maturity is the bristlecone pine of California. This
venerable pine predates wonders of the ancient world such as the pyramids of Egypt, the Hanging
Gardens of Babylon, and the Colossus of Rhodes. It is not nearly as tall as the giant redwood that is also
found in California, and in fact it is actually not very tall compared with many other trees, often little
more than five meters in height. This relatively short height may be one of the factors that aid the
bristlecone pine in living to a ripe old age—high winds and inclement weather cannot easily reach the
shorter trees and cause damage. An additional factor that contributes to the long life of the bristlecone
pine is that this type of tree has a high percentage of resin, which prevents rot from developing in the

tree trunk and branches.
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The Size of the Bristlecone Pine
Three-Hundred-Year-Old Forests
The Wonders of the Ancient World
An Amazingly Enduring Tree

The Bristlecone Pine and the Settlers
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